
The Rattrap NCERT Text Book Questions and Answers 

The Rattrap Think as you read  

Question 1. 
From where did the peddler get the idea of the world being a rattrap? 
Answer: 
The poor rattrap peddler struggled for his existence. He could not make both ends 
meet so he had to resort to both begging and petty thievery. Despite this, his 
condition was deplorable. Thinking of his miserable plight and his job, as he plodded 
on, he was struck by the idea that the whole world was nothing but a big rattrap. It 
baited people in the form of riches and joys, shelter and food, heat and clothing, just 
as the rattrap offered cheese and pork. Similarly, the moment one was tempted by 
the material joys, the world closed in on him and trapped him. 

Question 2. 
Why was he amused by this idea? 
Answer: 
The world had never been kind to him, so it gave him great joy to think ill of it. It 
became a treasured pastime for him to think of people he knew who had let 
themselves be caught in the dangerous trap, and of others who were still moving 
around the bait, ready to be trapped. 

Question 3. 
Did the peddler expect the kind of hospitality that he received from the crofter? 
Answer: 
When the peddler reached the little grey cottage by the roadside, he knocked on the 
door to ask for shelter for the night. He was surprised because, instead of the sour 
faces which ordinarily met him, this time he was welcomed by the owner, an old 
man. 

Question 4. 
Why was the crofter so talkative and friendly with the peddler? 
Answer: 
The crofter was an old man without wife or child. He was happy to get someone to 
talk to, in his loneliness. So, he welcomed the peddler. The old man was just as 
generous with his confidences as with his porridge and tobacco. 

Question 5. 
Why did he show the thirty kronor to the peddler? 
Answer: 
The old man was confiding and trusting. He told the peddler that he was no longer 
able to work as a day labour, and was supported by what he earned by selling his 
cow’s milk. The old man showed him the thirty kronor that he had received as 
payment from the creamery, to convince the peddler. 

Question 6. 
Did the peddler respect the confidence reposed in him by the crofter? 
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Answer: 
No, the peddler did not respect the confidence reposed in him by the crofter because 
later, he went up to the window, smashed a pane and got hold of the pouch with the 
thirty kronor. He took the money and thrust it into his own pocket and went away. 

Question 7. 
What made the peddler think that he had indeed fallen into a rattrap? 
Answer: 
At first, the peddler was pleased with the money in his pocket; but he later got lost in 
the forest. All at once, he recalled his thoughts about the world being a rattrap. He 
felt that his end was near and that he had been fooled by a bait of thirty kronor. 

Question 8. 
Why did the ironmaster speak kindly to the peddler and invite him home? 
Answer: 
The owner of Ramsjo iron mill came into the forge on one of his night rounds of 
inspection and saw the peddler. The ironmaster walked close up to him, looked him 
over very carefully and mistook him for his friend, Nils Olof, and invited him home. 

Question 9. 
Why did the peddler decline the invitation? 
Answer: 
The peddler did not reveal his identity because he thought that the ironmaster might 
give him a couple of kronor. But, to go along up to the manor house and be received 
as his friend scared the peddler. He had stolen the thirty kronor from the old man 
and he felt that going up to the manor house would make him vulnerable. He merely 
wanted to sleep in the forge and then quietly sneak away. 

Question 10. 
What made the peddler accept Edla Willmansson’s invitation? 
Answer: 
When Edla Willmansson invited him, she looked at him compassionately. She also 
assured him that he would be allowed to leave just as freely as he came. She 
requested him to stay with them over Christmas Eve. She said this in such a friendly 
manner that the rattrap peddler felt reassured. Hence, he accepted Edla 
Willmansson’s invitation. 

Question 11. 
What doubts did Edla have about the peddler? 
Answer: 
When Edla Willmansson looked compassionately at the peddler, she noticed that the 
man was afraid. She at once knew that he had either stolen something or else had 
escaped from jail. 

Question 12. 
When did the ironmaster realise his mistake? 
Answer: 
When the ironmaster saw the stranger the day after, clean and well dressed, he 
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realized his mistake. The valet had bathed him, cut his hair and shaved him. He was 
wearing clothes that belonged to the ironmaster. The ironmaster frowned as he 
realized that in the dimly-lit furnace, he had made a mistake. As the stranger stood 
there in daylight, it was impossible to mistake him for an old acquaintance. 

Question 13. 
What did the peddler say in his defence when it was clear that he was not the person 
the ironmaster had thought he was? 
Answer: 
When the ironmaster realized his mistake, the stranger made no attempt to hide or 
pretend. He said that it was not his fault as he had never pretended to be anything 
but a poor trader. He had pleaded and begged to be allowed to stay in the forge. He 
offered to put on his rags and go away. 

Question 14. 
Why did Edla still entertain the peddler even after she knew the truth about him? 
Answer: 
Edla entertained the peddler even after she knew the truth about him. She said that 
the whole year long the peddler roamed about without anyone welcoming him. He 
was forever afraid of being arrested and cross-examined. So, she felt compassion 
for the homeless tramp and wanted him to enjoy a day of peace with them. She also 
said that it was their mistake and they ought not to chase away a human being 
whom they had invited home and had promised Christmas cheer. 

Question 15. 
Why was Edla happy to see the gift left by the peddler? 
Answer: 
Edla gave a little cry of joy on seeing the gift, a small rattrap with three wrinkled ten 
kronor notes. Her deed of kindness had helped the poor peddler atone for his sin. He 
did not want her to be embarrassed in the Christmas season because of a thief. He 
said that the rattrap was a Christmas present from a rat who would have been 
caught in the world’s rattrap, had he not received kindness and honour from her. Ella 
felt satisfied at having helped someone rise above his faults. 

Question 16. 
Why did the peddler sign himself as Captain von Stahle? 
Answer: 
The peddler signed himself as Captain von Stahle because Edla had treated him as 
if he were a captain. He took away from the incident, the transient honour of having 
being treated like a captain. It inspired him to do good, and let go of his thieving 
ways. 

The Rattrap Understanding the text 

Question 1. 
How did the peddler interpret the acts of kindness and hospitality shown by the 
crofter, the ironmaster, and his daughter? 
Answer: 
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The peddler was granted shelter in a little cottage by the roadside. The crofter gave 
him food and trusted him by investing confidence in him. However, the peddler 
betrayed his trust and stole his money. Later, as he was lost in the forest, he felt 
trapped, and judged the kindness and money that came his way as nothing but a bait 
to trap him. He was also suspicious of the kindness showed to him by the ironmaster 
and his daughter. The peddler was convinced that any kindness shown to him was 
just a bait to trap him. 

Question 2. 
What are the instances in the story that show that the character of the ironmaster is 
different from that of his daughter in many ways? 
Answer: 
Despite a close relationship, the character of the ironmaster is shown to be different 
from that of his daughter. The ironmaster spoke to the peddler for some time but 
continued to mistake him for his friend Captain von Stahle, whereas, his observant 
daughter, who had never met his friend, within minutes, observed that either the 
peddler had stolen something or else he had escaped from jail. 

When the ironmaster discovered that the peddler was not his friend, he wanted to 
hand him over to the sheriff but his daughter was more compassionate. She said that 
the peddler roamed without being welcomed anywhere. So, she wanted him to enjoy 
a day of peace with them. She also said that it was their mistake and they ought not 
to chase away a human being whom they had asked to come to their home and 
whom they had promised Christmas cheSr. 

At church, they learnt that the rattrap peddler had robbed the crofter. The ironmaster 
wondered what all he had stolen from their cupboard and blamed the daughter for 
letting him in. However, she was repaid by the peddler for her trust that helped in 
reforming his character. 

Question 3. 
The story has many instances of unexpected reactions from the characters to others’ 
behaviour. Pick out instances of these surprises. 
Answer: 
The story does have many instances of unexpected reactions of the characters in 
response to others’ behaviour. The first was the crofter’s reaction to the peddler. 
Instead of the sour faces which ordinarily met him, the old man, without wife or child, 
was happy to get someone to talk to in his loneliness. He was very welcoming. But, 
the peddler, despite the hospitality, stole his money. 

The second was the ironmaster, who mistook the peddler to be his friend Nils Olof, 
and tried to take him to his house. But, he was quick to turn his back when he 
realized his mistake.The third was the arrival of the ironmaster’s daughter, who 
realized that there was something amiss about the peddler but took him in. Even 
when the father and daughter found out the truth, the daughter stood by him. She 
wanted him to enjoy a day of peace with them.The peddler, in turn, surprised 
everyone when he returned his stolen booty. He honoured the trust reposed in him 
by Edla. 
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Question 4. 
What made the peddler finally change his ways? 
Answer: 
Due to the trust and compassion shown by the ironmaster’s daughter Edla 
Willmansson, the peddler became a changed man. This was evident from the 
package he left for her before leaving. The package contained a small rattrap with 
three wrinkled ten kronor notes that the peddler left for her. In the rattrap, also lay a 
letter that revealed how he did not want her to be embarrassed in the Christmas 
season by a thief. He wanted her to return the money to the old man on the 
roadside. The rattrap was a Christmas present from him, who had been reformed 
and touched by the treatment he received from her. 

Question 5. 
How does the metaphor of the rattrap serve to highlight the human predicament? 
Answer: 
The peddler considered that the whole world was nothing but a big rattrap. Its only 
purpose was to set baits for people. It offered riches and joys, shelter and food, heat 
and clothing, exactly as the rattrap offered cheese and pork, and as soon as one let 
oneself be lured by the bait, it closed in. The peddler also told the ironmaster that the 
whole world was nothing but a big rattrap. All the good things that were offered were 
nothing but cheese rind and bits of pork, set out to drag people into trouble. 

None escaped; one person falls into the trap one day and the other the next day. 
The only thing that could turn a person from rat-like ways was human kindness, 
something that he had received from Edla. Thus, in the end, the peddler left the 
rattrap as a Christmas present and called himself a rat who had been spared. 

The metaphor of the rattrap highlights the theory of crime and punishment. Crimes, 
such as theft or giving in to temptation, are compared with a bait and the subsequent 
imprisonment in a trap. However, the human predicament forms the basis of the 
story where the story of the rattrap serves to bring out a lesson in moral values. 

Question 6. 
The peddler comes out as a person with a subtle sense of humour. How does this 
serve in lightening the seriousness of the theme of the story and also endearing him 
to us? 
Answer: 
The peddler has a good sense of humour and this diffuses the seriousness of the 
theme of the story, he also endears himself to the reader. Although he was a 
vagabond in pursuit of food and shelter, he found time to meditate on his 
philosophies and draw pleasure from the anticipated miseries of other people. He 
imagined people he knew to have landed in the trap and of others who were still 
circling around the bait. 

The humour is brought out when at every occasion he lapsed into his theory of the 
rattrap. When his identity was discovered by the ironmaster, he said that a day would 
arrive when the ironmaster too might chase a big piece of pork, and get caught in the 
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trap. He also signs off in the letter as “Captain von Stahle”, revealing how he held on 
to his sense of humour till the end. 

The Rattrap Talking about the text 

Discuss the following in groups of four. Each group can deal with one topic and 
present the views of the group to the whole class. 

Question 1. 
The reader’s sympathy is with the peddler right from the beginning of the story. Is the 
sympathy justified? 
Answer: 
The reader’s sympathy is with the peddler right from the beginning of the story for 
various reasons. It is justified.He is a victim of circumstances. He made rattraps with 
the material he got by begging in stores or at big farms. But even so, the business 
was not profitable. He had to resort to both begging and petty thievery for a living. 
His clothes were in rags, his cheeks were sunken, and hunger gleamed in his eyes. 
When he knocked on a door to ask for shelter at night, he was often refused and he 
“met sour faces”. Even when he stole the money from the crofter, he at once realized 
that his philosophy about the world as a rattrap had turned true for him. He had been 
caught with the bait of money. He regretted it and knew his own turn had come. 
OR 
It is not justified. 
There were many who had lost their jobs. He stole money from the crofter who was 
hospitable to him. Secondly, he had the opportunity to tell the ironmaster of his true 
identity which he did not. He knew all along that if he did something wrong, he would 
be trapped, yet, he could not resist the bait. 

Question 2. 
The story also focuses on human loneliness and the need to bond with others. 
Discuss. 
Answer: 
The above statement is true for many characters in the chapters: 
(a) The crofter, because of loneliness, lets the peddler in. 

(b) The ironmaster at once bonded with the peddler without confirming his identity—
“But of course it is you, Nils Olof!” he said. “How you do look!” and again “.. .We were 
just saying that it was too bad we didn’t have any company for Christmas.” 

(c) Edla Willmansson sensed that all was not well, yet insisted that the peddler 
spend Christmas with them. When the ironmaster wanted to turn the peddler out, the 
daughter said, “I think he ought to stay with us today. I don’t want him to go.” 

(d) The peddler, while leaving the ironmaster’s house left a message, “Written with 
friendship and high regard”. 
The peddler was reformed by the kindness shown by Edla Willmansson. He wanted 
to be nice to her in return and did not want to embarrass her by his theft. He returned 
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the stolen money, asking her to forward it to the old man. Human warmth and 
bonding enabled this change in him. 

Question 3. 
Have you known/heard of an episode where a good deed or an act of kindness has 
changed a person’s view of the world? 
Answer: 
The Bishop’s Candlesticks is one such episode that takes up on a similar theme. 

The Rattrap Working with words 

Question 1. 
The man selling rattraps is referred to by many terms such as “peddler”, “stranger”, 
etc. Pick out all such references to him. What does each of these labels indicate 
about the context or the attitude of the people around him? 
Answer: 
He is referred to as a vagabond, intruder, tramp, ragamuffin and poor hungry wretch. 
These labels indicate the context or the attitude of the people around him. The 
people 

 Had no respect for him. 
 Felt he was a burden. 
 Did not care to know him or his problems. 
 Could pity him, but were not really compassionate. 

Question 2. 
You came across the words plod, trudge, stagger in the story. These words indicate 
movement accompanied by weariness. Write down five other words with a similar 
meaning. 
Answer: 
drag oneself, footslog, lumber, plod along, slog, stumble, traipse 

The Rattrap Extra Questions and Answers 

The Rattrap Short Answer Questions 

Question 1. 
What did the rattrap peddler do for a living? 
Answer: 
The rattrap peddler was an iron worker who lost his job to machines in an age of 
industrialization. Hence, he resorted to selling small rattraps of wire, and he obtained 
the required materials by begging. His business was not a profitable one, so he had 
no option but to beg and steal. His clothes were in rags, and his cheeks were 
sunken; he looked starved. He roamed alone like a vagabond. 

Question 2. 
How did the peddler get the idea of the world being a rattrap? 
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Answer: 
The peddler struggled for his existence as selling rattraps was not a profitable 
business. He often resorted to begging and stealing. This led him to believe that the 
world was a big rattrap that sets baits for people. The moment one was tempted to 
reach out for the bait, the trap closed in on him. 

Question 3. 
Why was he amused by the idea of the rattrap? 
Answer: 
The peddler was amused by the idea of the rattrap because the world had been 
unkind to him. No one helped him; on the contrary, everyone shunned him. Hence, 
the peddler got joy in thinking ill of others. His treasured pastime consisted of 
thinking of people caught in the trap. 

Question 4. 
How was the crofter different from the kind of people the peddler usually met? 
Answer: 
The crofter was different from the kind of people the peddler usually met. The crofter 
invited him into his house, and unlike the usual people, he did not shun him. When 
the peddler went begging, the crofter offered him porridge, supper, and tobacco. He 
played cards with the peddler. Not only was he hospitable, but reposed a lot of trust 
in the peddler. He showed peddler where he kept his money. 

Question 5. 
Why did crofter show the thirty kronor to the peddler? 
Answer: 
The crofter showed the thirty kronor to the peddler because he was generous with 
his confidences. Moreover, he had told the peddler that he could not labour, but a 
cow supported him. When the peddler looked at him in disbelief, just to prove his 
point, he showed him the thirty kronor. 

Question 6. 
How did the peddler discover Ramsjo Ironworks? 
Answer: 
After stealing the crofter’s money, the peddler realized that he was lost. He had been 
walking around in the same area. Soon it became dark, and his fears and 
apprehensions increased. He felt he was caught in a rattrap. He sank down on the 
ground in gloom and dejection. When he put his head on the ground, he heard a 
hard, thumping sound. He was certain that the sound was produced by hammer 
strokes. So he mustered strength and moved in the direction of the sound. 

Question 7. 
What sight did the peddler see at the Ramsjo Ironworks? 
Answer: 
At the Ramsjo Ironworks, the peddler noticed that the master smith and his helper 
were sitting near the furnace. They were heating pig iron to put on the anvil. They 
wore nothing but a long shirt and a pair of wooden shoes. He also saw them get up 
every few minutes to stir the glowing mass with a long iron bar. 
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Question 8. 
What was the blacksmith’s reaction to the peddler’s arrival at the forge? 
Answer: 
When the peddler entered the forge, the blacksmith failed to notice him right away as 
it was noisy and they were busy working. When the peddler stood close to the 
furnace, the blacksmith showed no reaction. It was a usual sight for the blacksmith to 
see vagabonds take shelter for the night at the forge. So he just glanced casually at 
the peddler and nodded a haughty consent, permitting him to spend the night. 

Question 9. 
How was the blacksmith’s reaction to the peddler different from that of the 
ironmaster? Why was it different? 
Answer: 
The blacksmith’s reaction was one of sheer indifference. He glanced casually and 
nodded a haughty consent. But the ironmaster noticed the tall stranger at once. He 
walked up to him, looked him over and called out, “Nils Olof!” The reactions were 
different because it was a usual sight for the blacksmith who often saw vagabonds 
come to spend the night there. But the ironmaster had mistaken him for his friend 
and hence invited him home. 

Question 10. 
Why did the rattrap peddler not reveal his identity to the ironmaster? Why did the 
peddler decline the invitation? 
Answer: 
The rattrap peddler realized the ironmaster’s mistake. He expected the ironmaster to 
give him a couple of kronor. He, however, felt discomforted to visit the ironmaster’s 
home with the mistaken identity. He also felt guilty having stolen thirty kronor. He felt 
going to the ironmaster’s house would be like throwing himself into the lion’s den. He 
just wanted to sleep in the forge that night and then sneak away. 

Question 11. 
What were the peddler’s feelings on his way to the ironmaster’s manor? 
Answer: 
On his way to the ironmaster’s manor, the peddler felt confidence in Edla. He 
followed her to the carriage. However, while travelling in the carriage, he had evil 
premonitions and regretted taking the crofter’s money. He could see himself in the 
trap. He felt he would never get out of it. 

Question 12. 
When the peddler was bathed and dressed, the ironmaster was not pleased. Why? 
Answer: 
The peddler had reached the ironmaster’s house looking like a vagabond. There, the 
valet helped the peddler dress. He had bathed him, cut his hair, and shaved him. 
The peddler was dressed in the ironmaster’s clothes. But when the peddler was 
bathed and dressed, the ironmaster was shocked. He then realized that this man 
was not his friend. In the dim light, he had mistaken him for his friend. 
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Question 13. 
After the peddler’s identity was discovered, how did he spend the rest of his stay at 
the ironmaster’s house? 
Answer: 
After the peddler’s identity was discovered, he wondered why Edla had supported 
him. He sat and ate quietly. Through the morning he slept, and at noon they woke 
him for his share of the Christmas fare, after which he slept again. Feeling safe, he 
slept soundly like he had never slept before. He awoke in the evening, and after he 
had had his dinner, he thanked each one in the house and wished them for the night. 

Question 14. 
What did the ironmaster and Edla learn about the peddler at the church? How did 
they react? 
Answer: 
At the church, Edla received news of how the rattrap peddler had robbed the old 
crofter. The ironmaster was angry with Edla for letting the peddler stay. He was 
certain that the peddler might have had stolen things from the house while they were 
at the church. Edla was dejected, as well as embarrassed. She realized her mistake 
and was speechless. 

Question 15. 
What did the ironmaster and Edla discover when they went home? 
Answer: 
When ironmaster and Edla reached home, they expected the peddler to have 
escaped after robbing them. However, when they reached home, they discovered 
that the peddler had gone away, but much to their surprise, he had left a gift for Edla. 
The gift was a small rattrap with three wrinkled ten-kronor notes. Edla’s compassion 
had helped the poor peddler atone for his sin. The peddler also left a note saying he 
would have been caught in the world’s rattrap had he not been inspired and moved 
by Edla’s generosity. 

The Rattrap Long Answer Questions 

Question 1. 
“The old man (crofter) was just as generous with his confidences as with his porridge 
and tobacco.” Justify. 
Answer: 
The crofter was as generous with his confidences as with his porridge and tobacco. 
It was out of a sense of hospitality that he looked after the vagabond as a guest. He 
had offered him porridge, supper and a big slice from his tobacco roll. After that they 
had played cards until bedtime. He discussed his life with the peddler and told him 
about his days of prosperity. He took him into confidence and told him that he earned 
a living by selling the milk his cow produced. The crofter had received a payment of 
thirty kronor. He also showed him the three ten-kronor bills and where he kept his 
money. The crofter was liberal with his hospitality and trust. 

Question 2. 
How did nature play against the peddler after he stole the crofter’s money? 
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Answer: 
Nature seemed to penalize the peddler for stealing the crofter’s money. The peddler 
was initially pleased to get the money. He decided to steer away from the public 
highway for the fear of getting caught. So he went into the woods. The first hours of 
travel were easy, but later, the forest seemed like a labyrinth. The paths twisted back 
and forth strangely. The peddler walked on without coming to the end of the wood, 
He then realized that he had been walking around in the same area. At once, he 
recalled the rattrap theory he was baited with the thirty kronor. 

Question 3. 
Was the ironmaster a generous man? Why or why not? 
Answer: 
The ironmaster was a generous man. He mistook the rattrap peddler for an old 
acquaintance, Captain von Stahle, and coaxed him into going home with him. When 
the peddler refused, he sent his daughter to get him. He was also anxious that the 
peddler was looked after and comfortably dressed at his home. He also promised to 
try to get him a job. However, he felt cheated by the peddler once he found out his 
real identity. 
OR 
The ironmaster was not generous. He was a lonely man whose wife was dead and 
whose sons were abroad. He lived with his daughter. He had invited the peddler, 
mistaking him as an old friend, to alleviate his loneliness. Later, when he discovered 
his true identity, he wanted to get rid of him. In fact after discovering the truth about 
the peddler at the church, he was so angry and worried that he wanted to hand him 
over to the sheriff. 

Question 4. 
What kind of a girl was Edla? Give reasons for your answer. 
Answer: 
Edla was not pretty, but looked modest and shy. She was very hospitable and went 
to the forge to welcome her father’s guest. Her father was confident of her powers of 
persuasion and was sure that she would convince the guest to stay with them. Edla 
was also concerned and sensitive. She handed her big fur coat to the peddler to 
make him feel more comfortable and to cover his rags. She was polite and gentle. 

She was, however, a keen observer. Unlike her father, she noticed that the peddler 
was afraid. She knew at once that either he had stolen something or had escaped 
from jail. She had the maturity to hide her emotions. She also assured the peddler 
that he would be allowed to leave just as freely as he had come. But, out of concern, 
she made him stay till Christmas. 

Question 5. 
What were the attitudes of the ironmaster and Edla toward the peddler before and 
after they discovered his identity? 
Answer: 
Before discovering the peddler’s identity, the ironmaster addressed the peddler as 
Nils Loft. He did not take the peddler’s reaction into account. He sensed that the 
peddler must have been uncomfortable because of the economic disparity between 
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the two of them. The ironmaster also made sure that he was supplied with good 
meal and clothes. But once he discovered the case of mistaken identity, he 
immediately wanted to hand the peddler over to the sheriff. After he heard of the 
peddler in the church, he was furious and wondered what he had stolen from their 
cupboard. He blamed his daughter for letting him in. 

Edla saw the peddler for the first time when she came to fetch him home. She 
noticed at once that the man was afraid. She guessed that he was either a thief or a 
runaway culprit. Despite this, she requested him to stay. 

She was spontaneous and friendly, and coaxed the peddler into spending the 
Christmas with them. He also accepted the fur coat, and wore it over his rags. Edla 
expressed her surprise about his miserable plight and noticed that there was nothing 
to show that he was an educated man. When in the church, she realized that he was 
a thief; she never once expressed her fear. Her trust and compassion helped in 
reforming the peddler. 

Question 6. 
Was the case of mistaken identity the peddler’s fault? 
Answer: 
It was his fault. 
The peddler let the ironmaster believe that he was an old acquaintance. He did so in 
order to get a couple of kronor from the ironmaster. He told the ironmaster that he 
was not doing well in life. His second chance to clear himself came when Edla came 
to invite him home. He kept quiet deliberately in the hope of material gain. He 
realized the risk of going to the manor house. Even when his identity was revealed, 
he behaved in a self-righteous fashion. 
OR 
It was not his fault. 
The poor peddler stuggled to survive. 
He had lost all ways of earning his livelihood and lived a life of hardship. He did not 
deliberately cheat them but merely kept quiet. He did try to avoid going to the iron 
master’s place many times, but starved as he was, and in rags, he was tempted to 
spend a comfortable day. 

Question 7. 
The story is both entertaining and philosophical. Discuss. 
Answer: 
The story has entertaining merit. The peddler has a pronounced sense of humour 
despite odds. He tends to philosophize even in the most difficult times. The reader is 
also kept in a ‘cliff hanging situation’ throughout the story. Every moment, the reader 
waits to know what would happen next. The story has entertaining moments like 
when the peddler’s identity is revealed after the valet had bathed him. 
The philosophical message of the story is brought out in the theory of the rattrap— 
life is one big rattrap which closes in on an individual when he gives in to a 
temptation or steals or commits a crime. The story also elaborates the philosophy of 
second chances, stating that everyone should get another chance. 
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The Rattrap Value Based Question 

Question 1. 
The warmth of compassion extends its rays around the world, engraving mankind 
with its characteristic. Selma Lagerlof supports the theory of compassion in “Rattrap” 
which depicts the powerful and positive impact of such care. Discuss. 
Answer: 
The story revolves around the theory that life is one big rattrap. This implies that if 
one takes something wrongfully, the person will end up getting trapped in life as a 
consequence. The peddler felt that the whole world was a big rattrap that sets baits 
for people. The peddler earned his living by petty thievery. However, he turns over a 
new leaf when he receives compassion and trust from the ironmaster’s daughter. 
The protagonist believed till then in the dismal side of human nature. 

His first “true” Christmas at the ironmaster’s . house egged him to change his ways 
and honour people’s trust in him. The story validates the concept that compassion 
revolves around humankind and the consideration of others. The peddler makes 
amends by returning the money he had previously stolen from the old man who had 
sheltered him. The tale also throws light on the value of second chances, stating that 
everyone should 

 

CAREER POINT, CP Tower, IPIA, Road No.1, Kota (Raj.), Ph: 0744-6630500  |  Download eCareerPoint App at : ecareerpoint.com




