
Going Places NCERT Text Book Questions and Answers 

Going Places Think as you read  

Question 1. 
Where was it most likely that the two girls would find work after school? 
Answer: 
Jansie, being realistic, realized that both of them were likely to end up working for 
the biscuit factory. However, Sophie, who lived in a dream world, dreamt of starting a 
boutique, being an actress, or starting her career as a manager somewhere. 

Question 2. 
What were the options that Sophie was dreaming of? Why does Jansie discourage 
her from having such dreams? 
Answer: 
Sophie dreamt of starting a boutique with the money she would earn as a manager. 
She imagined herself as a fashion designer with the best shop in the city or of 
becoming an actress. She aspired after a career that would be considered 
“sophisticated”. Jansie was more practical and warned Sophie to come to terms with 
reality. 

Question 3. 
Why did Sophie w riggle when Geoff told her father that she had met Danny Casey? 
Answer: 
Sophie squirmed when Geoff told her father that she had met Danny Casey because 
she had lied about it. She felt uncomfortable about having lied to her brother, Geoff. 
She did not want her lies to be discovered. 

Question 4. 
Does Geoff believe what Sophie says about her meeting with Danny Casey? 
Answer: 
Geoff refused to believe Sophie but was later convinced on hearing the vivid 
description of their meeting. He told his dad and then Frank about the meeting. 

Question 5. 
Does her father believe her story? 
Answer: 
No, Sophie’s father did not believe her story. When Geoff told him about the 
meeting, he expressed disbelief. Her father warned her that she would talk herself 
“into a load of trouble”. 

Question 6. 
How does Sophie include her brother Geoff in her fantasy of her future? 
Answer: 
Sophie imagined her brother travelling to exotic and mysterious places and she 
craved to be taken along. She imagined a vast world that awaited her arrival. She 
saw herself riding there, behind Geoff. She imagined him wearing new, shining black 
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leathers and she saw herself in a yellow dress with a kind of cape that flew out 
behind. She imagined being greeted to applause by the world. 

Question 5. 
Which country did Danny Casey play for? 
Answer: 
Danny Casey was a football player; he played for Ireland. 

Question 6. 
Why didn’t Sophie want Jansie to know about her story with Danny? 
Answer: 
Sophie expressed displeasure at Geoff telling Frank about how she had met the 
football star, Dafiny. Jansie, her friend, found out about the same from Frank. She 
felt that Geoff had betrayed her trust letting out their secret. She was also wary about 
the whole neighbourhood finding out about it from Jansie. 

Question 7. 
Did Sophie really meet Danny Casey? 
Answer: 
No, Sophie had not really met Danny Casey. Her father, who knew her well, realized 
that her story was a figment of her wild imagination. Sophie was in the habit of living 
in a world of fantasy that had no bearing with reality. 

Question 8. 
Which was the only occasion when she got to see Danny Casey in person? 
Answer: 
The only time she got to see Danny Casey was on Saturdays when she, along with 
her family, went to watch United at a match. They saw Casey play football. 

Going Places Understanding the text 

Question 1. 
Sophie and Jansie were classmates and friends. What were the differences between 
them that show up in the story? 
Answer: 
Sophie and Jansie were classmates and friends. Yet, they were inherently different 
in their personalities. Sophie was a romantic, who seemed to have nothing much to 
do with the realistic world. Her ambitions and her ways to achieve them were 
unrealistic. Sophie dreamt of starting a boutique with the money she would earn as a 
manager. She dreamt about opening the best shop in the city or of becoming an 
actress. 

Jansie was more practical and did not want Sophie to talk of such unrealistic 
ventures. She knew that both of them were destined to work at the biscuit factory. 
Sophie was childish and lived in a dream world where Danny, a football star, had 
met her and was likely to meet her yet again. Jansie disapproved of her telling such 
a story. 
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Question 2. 
How would you describe the character and temperament of Sophie’s father? 
Answer: 
Sophie’s father was a hardworking man. He is described as a plump and a heavy-
breathing man in a vest. His face was grubby and sweaty after the day’s hard work. 
When Geoff told him about Sophie’s meeting with Danny, he said nothing but looked 
at her disparagingly, knowing it to be untrue. When Sophie claimed that Danny had 
informed her that he was going to buy a shop, her father frowned knowingly. He 
dismissed Sophie’s claim as another of her “wild stories” and was afraid that she 
would talk herself “into a load of trouble”. This made her apprehensive of talking 
about such fantasies to him. 

Her father, too, was a sports lover. This family of modest means depended on their 
only source of entertainment— watching football. They went to watch United play, 
each Saturday, as a “weekly pilgrimage”. As a sports enthusiast, he shouted 
encouragement to Danny and went to the pub to celebrate the sport team’s victory. 

Question 3. 
Why did Sophie like her brother Geoff more than any other person? From her 
perspective, what did he symbolise? 
Answer: 
Sophie liked her brother Geoff more than anyone else in the family. She confided in 
him and also idolised him. He was older, an apprentice mechanic, who travelled for 
his work to the other end of the city. She supposed that there were many more 
mysterious elements about him, than she knew of. He spoke little and she envied his 
silence. To her it seemed that when he was quiet, he travelled in his imagination to 
those places where she wanted to go. She suspected him of knowing interesting 
people and she longed to know them too. 

She wanted to be closer to her brother and hoped that someday he might take her 
with him.Geoff symbolised freedom to Sophie’s limited experience. In her childish 
dreams, she imagined an exotic world beyond her knowledge, which awaited her 
arrival. 

Question 4. 
What socio-economic background did Sophie belong to? What are the indicators of 
her family’s financial status? 
Answer: 
Sophie belonged to a middle class socio-economic background. The reader receives 
the first hint from Jansie’s and Sophie’s conversation and how they were both 
earmarked for the biscuit factory. Jansie also prioritised buying a “decent house” to 
live in, if she was to come upon money. Sophie’s father’s appearance with dirt and 
sweat all over him after a day’s work, indicated that he was a hard-working man. She 
observed her mother stooping over the sink, her back bent from all the hard work. 

The small room in which Sophie and her family lived was steamy from the stove and 
cluttered with the dirty washing piled up in the comer. Her brother Geoff was an 
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apprentice mechanic, having left school. The humble status of Sophie’s family is 
brought out through the details worked into the story. 

Going Places Talking about the text 

Discuss in pairs. 

Question 1. 
Sophie’s dreams and disappointments are all in her mind. Discuss. 
Answer: 
Sophie’s views, her ambitions, her ideas about her brother Geoff s life, or her 
meeting with Danny, were all figments of her imagination. She was confident of 
becoming an actress and having a boutique on the side, though she neither had a 
decent house, nor any material comfort. The realistic view is reflected through Jansie 
who knew that they would both end up working in the biscuit factory. 

Sophie imagined her brother, Geoff visiting places that she had never seen. She 
longed to be introduced to the vast world that she believed awaited her. She 
imagined herself riding there behind Geoff and being welcomed with thunderous 
applause.Sophie had never met Danny Casey, a sports star, but she told her family 
a concocted story of meeting. Her father recognised that it was one of her wild 
stories and was afraid that she would get herself into lot of trouble.She fantasised to 
such a level that her lies became a living reality and she went to wait for Danny to 
turn up. Even when she realized that Danny would not turn up to meet with her, she 
indulged in a similar fantasy. 

Question 2. 
It is natural for teenagers to have unrealistic dreams. What would you say are the 
benefits and disadvantages of such fantasising? 
Answer: 
Fantasy is the creative imagination or unrestrained fancy. Commonly known as 
daydreaming, this is a fairly common phenomenon—and though it is not harmful, it 
should not be indulged in excessively. In a world of fantasy, one can have whatever 
one likes, even things that he or she cannot have in reality. In other cases, the 
person sometimes becomes so obsessed with his own thoughts, that he is 
absolutely unconcerned about the happenings in the real environment around him. 
So, even though a person may be physically present at a certain place, he may be 
mentally absent and lose sight of everything around him. An example could be such 
students who find it difficult to grasp and retain concepts because they are 
daydreamers. On the other hand, Mark Twain too was a daydreamer. 

Perhaps, the source of daydreaming may be the need to escape from unpleasant or 
stressful situations. A daydreamer would have sensitivity, depth and intelligence and 
hence should be given space and nurtured. But, it could also shut one out from 
reality. This is because the daydreamer, lost in thoughts, loses his bearings entirely 
and is oblivious to things around him. If a daydreamer happens to be on the road, 
this state of mind could prove dangerous, even fatal. Daydreaming can be very 
distracting. It affects one’s day-to-day work, and the person gets more and more 
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absent- minded. After a point, he may start losing physical and social contact with his 
surroundings and become increasingly withdrawn. 

Daydreaming has its advantages. Daydreaming fosters a child’s imagination, and 
enhances creativity. But, if one is a habitual daydreamer and tends to wander off a 
bit too often for comfort, it might be detrimental to how he comes to terms with the 
world around him. 

Going Places Working with words 

Notice the following expressions. The highlighted words are not used in a literal 
sense. Explain what they mean. 

 Words had to be prized out of him like stones out of a ground — it was difficult 
to get him to talk or to get information out of him 

 Sophie felt a tightening in her throat — tension or anxiety 
 If he keeps his head on his shoulders — thinks intelligently 
 On Saturday they made their weekly pilgrimage to the United — they went to 

the United dutifully, without fail and with a lot of devotion as one would go to a 
place of worship 

 She saw. him ghost past the lumbering defenders — she viewed a faint image 
of him as he flashed past the awkward or clumsy defenders 

Going Places Thinking about language 

Notice these words from the story: 

 chuffed’, meaning delighted or very pleased 
 ‘nosey’, meaning inquisitive 
 ‘gawky’, meaning awkward, ungainly 

These are words that are used in an informal way in colloquial speech. 

Make a list of ten other words of this kind. 

 row – a noisy quarrel or dispute 
 bad mouth – to insult 
 bell – to telephone 
 to belt – to hit 
 blast – enjoyable experience 
 blow one’s top – be very angry 
 daft – silly, foolish 
 dim – not intelligent 
 savvy – well informed 
 scaredy-cat – a person who is frightened 

Going Places Extra Questions and Answers 
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Going Places Short Answer Questions 

Question 1. 
What was Sophie’s ambition? How did she plan to achieve it? 
Answer: 
Sophie was a romantic who was far removed from reality. She aspired to start a 
boutique after leaving school. She told her friend, Jansie, that to save money for the 
boutique she would work as a manager. She wanted a boutique like Mary Quant, a 
famous fashion designer. She also toyed with the idea of working as an actress and 
having a boutique on the side. She desired to have a career that was considered 
“sophisticated”. 

Question 2. 
Were Sophie’s ambitions were divorced from reality? 
Answer: 
Sophie was a schoolgirl—a teenager from a middle-class family. But she had exalted 
ambitions about starting a boutique or becoming an actress. Her dreams were 
divorced from reality. Her friend, Jansie, realized the irony of their situation and was 
realistic enough to know that they would end up working in a biscuit factory. 

Question 3. 
Sophie idolized her brother Geoff. Justify. 
Answer: 
Sophie’s brother, Geoff, had been three years out of school, an apprentice 
mechanic, who travelled to his work each day to the far side of the city. Sophie 
thought that Geoff lived the lives of her hopes and dreams that she wanted for her 
own self. She romanticized his life. She imagined that he visited faraway, exotic 
places and met interesting people. She wished to visit the places of her imagination 
and ride away with Geoff. 

Question 4. 
How did Sophie dream of herself in Geoff’s world? 
Answer: 
Sophie wished that her brother would take her to his world with him. She was 
conscious of a vast world that awaited her arrival. She saw herself riding there 
behind Geoff. She imagined him in new, shining black leather and herself in a yellow 
dress with a kind of cape that flowed out behind her. She imagined the world 
greeting them with wild applause. 

Question 5. 
What did Sophie tell Geoff about Danny Casey? 
Answer: 
Sophie told Geoff that she had met Danny Casey in the arcade. She told him how 
she was looking at the clothes in Royce’s window when Danny Casey came and 
stood beside her. She said that he had gentle, green eyes but was not very tall. She 
asked him for an autograph for little Derek, but neither of them had any paper or pen. 
She claimed that Danny had invited her to meet him next week. 
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Question 6. 
What was her father’s reaction to her claim to have met Danny Casey? 
Answer: 
Geoff told his father that Sophie had met Danny Casey. Their father disbelieved 
Sophie’s claim; he looked at her with disdain. When she told her father that Danny 
said he was going to buy a shop, her father dismissed it as one of her wild stories. 
He felt that she would land herself into trouble because of her wild imagination. 

Question 7. 
What did Geoff warn Sophie about Danny? 
Answer: 
Geoff warned Sophie about how she was still in school, and Danny was likely to 
have lots of girls. Sophie tried to refute it, but Geoff insisted on how he knew better. 
When she told him that Danny was to meet her the following week, Geoff told her 
that Danny would never turn up. 

Question 8. 
Where did the family see Danny? What was Sophie’s reaction? 
Answer: 
Sophie, Derek, Geoff and their father went to watch United play on Saturday. It was 
a “weekly pilgrimage” for them. Sophie, her father and little Derek went down and sat 
near the goal while Geoff went higher up with his friends. They saw Danny score a 
goal, leading his team to victory. Sophie blushed with satisfaction as her hero won 
the match for them. 

Question 9. 
What was Sophie’s reaction when Jansie questioned her about Danny Casey? 
Answer: 
Sophie was upset when Jansie revealed that she had come to know about Sophie’s 
episode with Casey. She felt betrayed as Geoff had let out her secret. Jansie 
accused her of lying, but Sophie convinced her otherwise. However, she felt 
apprehensive that Jansie would spread the rumour around her neighbourhood. 

Question 10. 
Where did Sophie go to wait for Danny? 
Answer: 
After dark, Sophie walked by the canal, along a sheltered path lighted only by the 
glare of the lamps from the wharf across the water. It was a secluded place where 
she had often played as a child. She sat down on a wooden bench under a solitary 
elm, to wait for Danny Casey. 

Question 11. 
How did Sophie come to terms with the fact that Danny would not come? 
Answer: 
As Sophie waited for Danny to turn up, she even imagined him coming. But when 
some time had elapsed, she felt the pangs of doubt stirring inside her. She recalled 
that Geoff had said how he would never come. She waited and finally resigned 
herself to the truth that Danny would not come. 
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Question 12. 
“I will have to live with this burden.” Why did Sophie feel this way? 
Answer: 
Sophie was a romantic. Like many other teenagers, she lived in her world of fantasy. 
She dreamt of Danny coming to meet her. Once Sophie realized that she had been 
deluding herself, she became sad and felt that it was a hard burden to carry. She 
was ashamed to face her brother, her family and her neighbours who would make 
fun of her whims. 

Question 13. 
“And she saw it all again…” What did Sophie see? 
Answer: 
Sophie saw a vision of meeting Danny Casey as she had imagined a week before. 
She visualized herself talking to him and asking for an autograph. She replayed the 
entire episode of a week before in her mind. To her, it was a lived reality. However, it 
was nothing but a figment of her imagination. The reader gets an insight into the 
dynamics of the situation. The cyclical narrative suggests that Sophie’s world was 
replete with her imagined reality. 

Going Places Long Answer Questions 

Question 1. 
How did Sophie aspire to achieve her lofty ambitions? Why did they seem unrealistic 
to Jansie? How did her family react to her fantasies and ambitions? 
Answer: 
Sophie desired to set up a boutique after leaving school. She told her friend, Jansie, 
that to save that much money she would work as a manager. She wanted a boutique 
like Mary Quant. She wanted it to be one of its kind. She also contemplated working 
as an actress and having the boutique on the side. 

Jansie, the grounded of the two, tried to reason with her saying that the boutique 
would require a lot of capital and nobody would employ her as a manager unless she 
had experience. Sophie’s father was disdainful of her behaviour. He felt that Sophie 
needed to keep her head on her shoulders. He dismissed her talk, knowing she lived 
in her own world of fantasy. He felt that she would land into trouble because of her 
immature talk. 

Question 2. 
Sophie’s fascination for Danny Casey stemmed from the fact that he had all that 
Sophie wanted for herself. Elaborate. 
Answer: 
Sophie desired an affluent and sophisticated lifestyle. She wished to save some 
money and start a boutique like Mary Quant had. Sophie’s fascination with Danny 
Casey stemmed from the fact that he had the lifestyle she aspired for. She dreamt of 
a world that awaited her arrival. Her fixation with fame and luxury is revealed as she 
fantasized about becoming an actress. 
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She weighed each of her unrealistic options as an avenue to fame, stardom and 
money. She hailed from a middle-class background, but dreamt of achieving fame 
and luxury, much beyond the humble reach of her station. Danny Casey represented 
an entry to such a lifestyle. Her infatuation had much more to do with her own 
ambition than any genuine adoration of Casey’s skills as a footballer. 

Question 3. 
Sophie is a middle-class girl who longs, like any other teenager, to reach out to the 
horizons. Justify. 
Answer: 
Sophie was a middle-class girl with lofty aspirations. To achieve a glamorous and 
sophisticated life, she wished to have a boutique after she finished school. Sophie 
was confident of saving the required amount of money by working as a manager. 
She also considered the idea of becoming an actress as there was real money in 
that, and having the boutique on the side. She longed to go with Geoff to places that 
she had never seen. These places held a lure for her because they were mysterious 
and distant. 

She imagined herself riding there, behind Geoff. She pictured the world admiring and 
applauding her entry. Her infatuation with Danny Casey, a sports star, also stemmed 
from the fact that he was the epitome of glamour and sophistication. Like a regular 
teenager, she dreamt, uninhibited of her station and skills. Sophie was yet to 
experience the hardships of adult life, she was content to live in her world of 
fantasies where all was within her reach. 

Going Places Value Based Question 

Question 1. 
Unrealistic dreams often lead to a great deal of unhappiness. Justify this on the basis 
of your reading of the story. 
Answer: 
Sophie who lived in the world of her dreams, found her reality quite suffocating. 
Sophie dreamt of owning a boutique one day or of being an actress or a fashion 
designer, but her friend Jansie believed that both of them were earmarked for the 
biscuit factory. Jansie, who was more realistic, tried to make Sophie accept the 
imminent reality, but Sophie continued with her make-believe ways. She imagined 
befriending Danny Casey, the sports star, only to be disillusioned. 

She imagined that Danny had asked her to meet; she went there and waited for 
hours, believing that he would turn up. Sophie got sucked into the story of her own 
creation and began to believe that it was true. When Sophie realized that she had 
believed in a lie, her disappointment was painful and almost life-changing. She is 
seen moving from one dream to another in her mind. When the harsh reality stared 
her in the face, her disappointment was evident. 
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