
 

 

A Thing of Beauty NCERT Solutions for Class 12 
English Flamingo Poem 4 

A Thing of Beauty NCERT Text Book Questions and Answers 

A Thing of Beauty Think it out  

Question 1. 
List the things of beauty mentioned in the poem. 
Answer: 
Keats begins the poem by saying that a beautiful thing is a source of everlasting 
pleasure. It keeps people from being overwhelmed by worldly concerns. Pleasure is 
the escape from reality. The things of beauty that provide happiness to the soul are 
the sun, the moon, a bower of trees, daffodils, and clear streams. He also talks about 
musk-roses that flower in the forest. The magnificence of the heroic tales also 
inspires us. Keats primarily talks about the beauty of nature in the poem. 

Question 2. 
List the things that cause suffering and pain. 
Answer: 
Keats lists the things that cause suffering and pain to human soul. It includes the 
scarcity of noble people, overcast days, and the unhealthy and miserable ways in 
which humanity searches for meaning in life. 

Question 3. 
What does the line, “Therefore are we wreathing a flowery band to bind us to earth” 
suggest to you? 
Answer: 
For Keats, each “flowery band” serves as a reminder of the fragility of whatever 
people have achieved. Beauty signifies a constant battle to guard one’s well-being 
against sadness and defeat. The poet praises nature and believes that man’s 
connection with nature was essential in contributing to his happiness. 

Question 4. 
What makes human beings love life in spite of troubles and sufferings? 
Answer: 
Keats elaborates through the poem that beautiful experiences helps in overcoming 
one’s problems. It is because of the eternal pleasures that despite much 
unhappiness and misery, one continues to love and value life. He exults over how he 
considers beauty to be immortal. He affirms that it always lifts the pall—the funeral 
cover—from the coffin of confused misery to provide some light for humanity’s 
anxious quest for meaning. The pleasure one derives from beautiful objects and 
experiences dispels any misery. 
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Question 5. 
Why is “grandeur” associated with the “mighty dead”? 
Answer: 
The word “grandeur” is associated with the “mighty dead” because the splendour of 
such deeds is inspirational. The legends and stories of martyrs inspire people. 
Through their legends, the mighty dead continue to live and act as spiritual guides. 
This enhances the quality of one’s life — divine influence, like an eternal fountain, 
showers its grace on earthly existence. 

Question 6. 
Do we experience things of beauty only for short moments or do they make a lasting 
impression on us? 
Answer: 
Beauty is a quality in a person or an object that gives intense pleasure or deep 
satisfaction to the mind. Beauty has inspired many,throughout history. Beauty of 
nature has been celebrated by humans since time immemorial. Those who cherish 
the beauty of the earth find reserves of strength that would endure for life. According 
to Keats, things of beauty give eternal pleasure and erase the misery in our soul. 
They do not fade away into nothingness, their beauty increases with time. 

Question 7. 
What image does the poet use to describe the beautiful bounty of the earth? 
Answer: 
Romantics have praised the majesty of nature in many of the literary works, Keats’ 
poetry in Endymion, is dominated by a description of the natural world. He uses the 
images of nature to describe the beautiful bounty of the earth. He specifically refers 
to the sun, moon, daffodils, and trees, stating that their beauty gives life true 
meaning and significance. Keats also states how beauty continue to inspire 
ceaselessly. The poem also illustrates a connection with nature—“flowery band to 
bind us to the earth”. 

A Thing of Beauty Extra Questions and Answers 

A Thing of Beauty Short Answer Questions 

Question 1. 
Explain: “A thing of beauty is a joy forever”. 
Answer: 
This is the first line of Book 1 of Endymion and one of the most quoted lines in 
English poetry. It is multi¬layered in meaning. It implies that beauty can create joy in 
the soul that will last forever. The sights of beauty also decrease the misery of dark 
and gloomy days. It underlines the power of nature to heal and give happiness. 

Question 2. 
What are the things that cause suffering and pain to human beings on earth? 
Answer: 
Keats feels that beauty makes life worth living despite the unhappiness and misery 
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that one goes through on earth. He feels that one encounters days that are sad and 
depressing; causing gloom, natural sorrow, sadness or dejection. 

A Thing of Beauty Value Based Questions 

Question 1. 
Keats feels that nature binds us to the earth. How does he justify this? 
Answer: 
According to Keats, man has a strong relationship with nature. Man is bound to the 
earth despite the gloom and misery that abounds his existence. Beauty relieves man 
of gloom and misery. The beauty that man sees around him, brings him joy and 
respite; it “is a joy forever” because of the bond he forges with nature. Like other 
Romantics, Keats is a believer in the healing powers of nature. He talks about the 
different elements of nature that surround man and overwhelm him with their 
magnificence. 

Question 2. 
Bring out the theme of love and beauty in the poem. 
Answer: 
Keats, an advocate of beauty, begins the verse by celebrating a thing of value which 
is always considered beautiful. Hence, despite human misery on earth, man is 
inexplicably tied to this world. The poet discusses how the beauty of nature brings 
about joy and drives away sorrow. Keats also discusses how the legends and stories 
of martyrs instil inspiration in people. The various things of beauty, love and 
inspiration that the poet celebrates through his poem contribute to the pleasure; he 
calls these divine influence that, like an eternal fountain, is bestowed upon man. 

Give examples from the poem of the following poetic devices. 

Rhyme scheme 
Rhyming couplets 
Metaphor 

(a) “will keep 
A bower quiet for us” 
“Flowery band” 

(c) “Some shape of beauty moves away the pall 
From our dark spirits.” 

(d) “An endless fountain of immortal drink, 
Pouring unto us from the heaven’s brink” 
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